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DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

Pnpu!gtiun
Rohnert Park City 43,062%

Sonoma County 463,544%%

*DOF 2007/ 2008 Population & Housing Estimates
EFABAG Bay Area Census (ACS)

Median Household Income
2000— 851,942

2007— $67,097

Sal - -2008
§7,236,048—RP Finance

Property Tax—2007-2008
$3,269,760—RP Finance

Roberts Lake

HOUSING STATISTICS* MEDIAN HOME PRICES*

Total Residential Units 16,544
iii“ i l;an[:il}- T 9. ‘_}?.:} September 2006 5470,606
tiple Famil 5, 2007

Mobhile Hﬂl‘l‘lcﬂf 1,413 July RO
Rental trends (all classes)

New Building Permits Issued 1 Bedroom, | bathroom S 946

F.Y. 2005-06 i S g‘ﬂg

. 2 Bedroom athroom 1,30

86 Multiple Family Units- $11,465,315 3 Bedmum: S thraom S1.516

E.Y. 2007-08

24 Multiple Family Units- $3,160,304 *Source: DOF, Data %uickf Real Facts,
City of Rohnert Park Building Services

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW

Rohnert Park is located in~ Sonoma and Mendocino Valley to the east combine
central Sonoma County coasts, and the Sonoma- to create a mild climate,
along US 101 in the Napa wine country are all  with mild, wet winters,
northern San Francisco Bay  short distances away. The  dry summers and seasonal
Area, Rohnert Park is the Pacific Ocean to the west,  fogs. Sonoma County as a
county’s third largest city,  with its cool marine air, whole is characterized by
The Russian River, the and the warm Sonoma (continued on page )




City of Rohnert Park
General Plan 2000
Objectives and
Themes;

& Keep the city's

small-town feel;

* Increase housing
aﬂbrdal.lilit}r and
diversity;

*  Encourage local
jobs and maintain
the jobs/housing

balance;

®  Provide [or slow,
managed and
predictable
growth;

e  Build and maintain
infrastructure in
anticipation of

growth :

* Integrate land use
planning with 55U
expansion plans
and establish
better connections

with the

University;

® Encourage socio-
economic

diversity

®  [ncrease
pedestrian and

bike access;

®  Create options [or
the city's edges.
Allow for soft
boundaries and

scenic corridors.

Trends in Rohnert Park

Census 2000

Population Change Per Deca de/Year

Pﬂpulatian

1962 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

Year
Facllic hlnnder 0.4% Cther 0.3%
Aslan 3.5 bbbyt ierismhitey Twa ar Mare Races

3.9%
American ladiam 0. 5%
African American

1.9%
White T4%

Higpanic 13.6%

Percent of Population by Race/ Ethnicity

Percent of Population by Age
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Business Profile

Rohnert Park has a diverse business base with small to medium sized businesses as
well as national and international companies. Business Parks on the west side of
Highway 101 are filled with companies producing farming equipment,
microvalves, computer panels, and organic bread, There are small prnduction
and service shops, catering kitchens, and nonprofit retraining facilities. The Santa
Rosa Press Democrat, Sonoma County's largest daily newspaper is housed ina
climate controlled building which dominates the business landscape. Public
Broadcasting's local radio station KRCB-FM and affiliate channel 22 are also
located here.

Large businesses also have a significant presence in Rohnert Park. State Farm
Insurance, SBC, and Parker Hannifin Compumoter are among the major
employers having major regional service centers or are headquartered in the city
of Rohnert Park. A strong retail base can be found in shopping centers on both
sides of the 101 freeway. Costco Warchouse super-store, Wal-Mart and Home
Depot are all represented , as well as major grocery stores such as Safeway,
Raley's and Food Maxx.

Education

The Cotati-Rohnert Park Unified School District serves approximately 7400
students in the cities of Cotati and Rohnert Park. The District consists of eight
elementary schools, two middle schools, a community day school and four high
schools; Rancho Cotate High School, Technology High School, El Camino High
School, and Phoenix High School.

The District has established a number of outstanding, award winning programs to
support all students to reach the district goals. Through partnerships with private
industry and businesses, the district has inl:nrpura.m& technology into its teaching
programs. Curricular Pathways include a 3-1-3 program, a Tech Prep program
and Extensive Honors and AP programs. Asa result of partnerships with Sonoma
State University and Bill Gates Foundation, a Technology High School, one of the
first in the country, is located on the Sonoma State University campus. At the
technology High School, students apply their knowledge to solve real-life
problems through project-based learning using technology as a tool. Open to
students from all of Sonoma County's school districts, the curriculum is designed
to prepare students for advanced study in math, science, and technology, and
entry-level positions in high tech businesses.

The 3-1-3 Program is a cooperative effort between Sonoma State University and
the Cotati-Rohnert Park School District to assist in the academic growth of tal-
ented low-income and first gencration college students. The 3-1-3 Program
received the California School Boards Association Golden Bell award in 1998,




Cappporsih

Community
Development

Department

6750 Commerce Blvd,
Rohnert Park, CA 94928
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Z7%e Friendly
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rolling hills and a series of valleys, Rohnert Park lies within the broad Cotati Valley, which
is bounded by the low rolling coastal hills to the west and the Sonoma Mountains to the
cast. Several creeks run into the city from the eastern ridgeline. The city itsell is sur-
rounded by farms and grazing land where nationally sought alter organic and boutique
vegetables, [ruits and cheeses are grown and produced.

Rohnert Park is the starting point for a Sonoma County

Wine Country vacation,

Thoughtfully designed for families, bikeways and
walkways connect its tree-lined boulevards and each
neighborhood is designed around a park and elemen-
tary school. Rohnert Park is also known as your
“Recreation Destination”. The city boasts 21
neighborhood parks, 26 tennis courts, 5 swimming
pools, 3 dog parks, 14 softball and baseball fields, 9
soccer fields, and numerous picnic and barbeque areas. It
has more public ane private recreational facilities and
opportunitics per capita than any other city in the
Northbay. There is the added attraction of two performing arts centers and a major uni-
versity, Sonoma State University.

ROHNERT PARK: A CAPSULE HISTORY

Rohnert Park was founded as a master-planned — In 1962, at the time of incorporation, Rohnert
community on the former site of the Rohnert Park had a population of 2,775, and the City
Seed Farm, located along the Northwestern limits encompassed 1,325 acres

Pacific railroad right-of-way. The original {approximately 2.1 square miles). The city
1954 master plan was based on the grew quickly as the Bay Area economy
“neighborhood unit”™ concept of clustering
single family homes around local schools and
parks. The master plan featured eight
neighborhoods, cach with 200-250 homes, a
10 acre school and a five-acre park,

continued to grow and the demand for housing
cxploded. By 1980, urban uses extended from
LIS 101 in the west to Snyder Lane in the east.

The 1980's saw growth extend west of LIS
101; “G section, east of Snyder Lane, was built

In 1956 the Rohnert Park Community
Services District was founded, and work began
on digging wells, building a sewage plant, and
installing water lines, sewer lines, and streets.

By 1957, the first homes had been constructed.

At the same time, the segment of US101 from
Petaluma north past Cotati was completed,
making Rohnert Park more easily accessible
from points throughout the region. Also, the
California Legislature approved funds for
Sonoma State University (S511) which was
located within Rohnert Park until moving to
its current site in 1966,

in this period. Growth inthe 1990 was
lower because of limited availability of vacant
lanel within the City limits. In 1994, the city
had a population of about 4+1,000 and an area
aof nearly 4,400 acres (6.9) square miles), with
nearly half the land dedicated to residential
Uses.

In conjunction with residential growth,
Rohnert Park also attracted commercial and
industrial development and acquired a sizeable
job base of almest 24,000 employees by 2003,




