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ADOPTI NG THE “2030 CHALLENGE” FOR CI TY BU LDl NGS

WHEREAS, the U. S. Conference of Mayors has previously
adopted strong policy resolutions for cities,
comunities, and the federal governnent to take
actions to reduce fossil fuel consunption and gl obal
war m ng pol |l ution; and

VWHEREAS, the Inter-Governnental Panel on Cinmate
Change (I PCC), the international community’s nost
respect ed assenbl age of scientists, has found that
climate disruptionis a reality and that hunman
activities are largely responsi ble for increasing
concentrations of gl obal warm ng pollution; and

VWHEREAS, the U.S. Building Sector has been shown to be
the maj or consunmer of fossil fuel and producer of
gl obal warm ng causi ng greenhouse gases; and

VWHEREAS, the federal governnent through prograns
fostered within many of its key agenci es and nunerous
state governnents as well as nunicipalities across the
U.S. have adopted hi gh performance green buil ding
principles; and

VWHEREAS, a recent study conpleted by Law ence Berkel ey
Nat i onal Laboratory, the nost definitive cost-benefit

anal ysis of green buil dings ever conducted, concl uded

that the financial benefits of green design are
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bet ween $50 and $70 per square foot, nore than 10
tinmes the additional cost associated with building
green; and

WHEREAS, the |arge positive inpact on enpl oyee
productivity and health gai ns suggests that green
bui | ding has a cost-effective inpact beyond just the
utility bill savings; and

VWHEREAS, studi es have indicated that student
attendance and performance is higher in high
per f ormance school buil dings; and

VWHEREAS, recognizing that a building' s initia
construction costs represent only 20-30 percent of the
building’ s entire costs over its 30 to 40 year |ife,
enphasi s should be placed on the “life cycle costs”
of a public building rather than on solely its initial
capital costs; and

VWHEREAS, the construction industry in the U S.
represents a significant portion of our econony and a
significant portion of the building industry is
represented by small busi ness and an increase in
sust ai nabl e buil di ng practices will encourage and
pronote new and i nnovative snmall busi ness devel opnent
t hroughout the nation; and

VWHEREAS, the Anerican Institute of Architects (Al A,
t he national professional organization representing
architects has adopted a position statenent calling
for the i medi ate energy reduction of all new and
renovated buildings to one-half the national average
for that building type, with i ncreased reductions of
10% every five years so that by the year 2030 al
bui | di ngs designed will be carbon neutral, meaning
they will use no fossil fuel energy.

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCOLVED that the U.S.
Conference of Mayors will encourage its nenbers to
adopt the followi ng “2030 Chall enge” for building
performance targets:

New construction of City buildings shall be designed
to and achieve a m ninmum delivered fossil-fue
energy consunpti on performance standard of one half
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the U S. average for that building type as defined
by the U S. Departnment of Energy.

Renovation projects of City buildings shall be

desi gned to and achieve a m ni mrum delivered fossil -
fuel energy consunption performance standard of one
hal f the U S. average for that building type as
defined by the U S. Departnent of Energy.

Al'l other new construction, renovations, repairs,
and repl acenents of Gty buildings shall enploy
cost-effective, energy-efficient, green building
practices to the maxi nrum extent possible; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U.S.
Conference of Mayors will work to increase the fossil -
fuel reduction standard for all new buildings to
carbon neutral by 2030, in the follow ng increnents:

60% in 2010
70% in 2015
80% in 2020
90% i n 2025

Car bon-neutral by 2030 (nmeani ng new buildings will use
no fossil fuel GHG emitting energy to operate); and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors will urge mayors from around the nation to
join this effort by developing plans to fully

i npl ement the above nentioned targets as part of their
procurenent process and by establishing policies to

i nsure conpliance and neasure results; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the U S. Conference of
Mayors will urge mayors from around the nation to
devel op plans to fully inplenent the above nenti oned
targets for all new and renovated buildings within the

Cty;, and

BE I T FINALLY RESOLVED that the U. S. Conference of

Mayors will work in conjunction with I CLElI Local
Governnents for Sustainability and other appropriate
organi zations to join this effort to devel op pl ans

to fully inplenment simlar targets as nentioned above.

Project cost: Unknown





