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• To implement the 
2016 Rohnert Park 
PDA Plan

• To update Zoning for 
the Downtown 
District Amenity Zone 
(DDAZ) and create a 
Form Based Code

Why Are We Here?

Charrette Purpose and Overview
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Why a Form-based Code?

To provide predictability and ensure that zoning delivers on the PDA 
plan’s vision

FBC will provide an opportunity to consider and codify
• Vision and Policy of the PDA plan
• Street and Block network
• Form and Character of Streets and Civic spaces
• Form, character, and intensity of buildings

Why a Form Based Code (FBC)?



Charrette and Public Input Summary2
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• Multi-day, collaborative planning event
• Community Input at open houses
• Stakeholder and Property Owner meetings
• Design, land use, mobility, public 

amenities, open-space, economic 
development

• Develop and Evaluate Alternatives
• Preferred Plan developed

What happened at the Charrette?

Community Engagement
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Community Engagement

Opening Presentation 
and Community 
Visioning Exercise
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Community Engagement

• Active Users Group
• Community Users 

Group
• Technical Advisory 

Group
• Individual Meetings 

with Property Owners

Stakeholder 
Meetings
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Community Engagement

• Economic 
Development & 
Retail

• Led by Michael 
Berne

Brown Bag 
Lunch
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Community Engagement

• Tuesday 5:30pm to 
7:30pm

• Thursday 5:30pm to 
7:30pm

Community Open 
Houses



Key Design Features: Making a Downtown3
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Key Design Features

Rohnert Park Expressway

• Multiway Boulevard
• Improve access to SMART Station

Rohnert Park Expressway/Multiway Boulevard
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Key Design Features

• Improved connectivity to Transit 
and Civic Spaces

• Parking located at center of 
blocks

• Emphasize north-south corridor 

Street and Block 
Network



14 November 2017 Rohnert Park Downtown Form-based Code © 2017 Opticos Design, Inc. | 19

Key Design Features

Plaza and Civic 
Spaces
• Mixed-Use Retail 

Plaza at Rohnert 
Park Expressway

• Station Square
• Network of 

Green Spaces 
throughout Plan

Central Retail Plaza

Station Plaza
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Key Design Features

Retail/Mixed Use 
Approach
• Retail at main 

plaza and along 
north-south 
street

• Flexible Mixed-
Use frontage 
along State Farm 
Dr., Station 
Square, and 
other key 
locations
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Key Design Features

• Potential 
Location 
across from 
main plaza

• Second 
opportunity 
site for Civic 
building on 
State Farm 
Site

City Hall



Zoning Implementation Strategy4
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

• Regulating Plan
• Form Standards by 

Zone
• Use Standards by Zone
• Zone Intent Illustrations
• Review and 

Modification Process

Code Update 
Components
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

Downtown Main Street Zone
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

Neighborhood Main Street Zone
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

Downtown Neighborhood Zone
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

Draft Regulating Plan
Downtown Main 
Street
Neighborhood Main 
Street
Downtown 
Neighborhood
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

Multiway Boulevard (Rohnert 
Park Expressway)

State Farm Drive 
(Streetscape Improvements)

Neighborhood Streets 
(Streetscape Improvements)

Neighborhood Streets 
(Flexible Location)

Thoroughfare Plan
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Zoning Implementation Strategy

Community Plazas
Attached Greens
Pocket Plazas Central 

Plaza

Station
Square

Civic 
Green

Civic and 
Open Space



Questions & Discussion5
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Next Steps

Admin Draft - January 2018
Public Review Draft – February 2018



Thank you!
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