
Dear Potential Candidate,
This brochure was prepared to assist
those who are considering running for
City Council. This guide is not all-
encompassing; it merely summarizes the
basic requirements to establish
candidacy. Candidates, political
committees, and anyone interested in
elective office should not, therefore, rely
solely on this guide, but should seek
legal counsel, visit our website, or contact
the City Clerk’s Office for more detailed
information.
 
There are five elected positions on the
Rohnert Park City Council each elected
by district. In 2020, candidates from
Districts 1, 3, and 4 may run for their
respective district’s seat. 
 
We hope this brochure will address many
of your preliminary questions. Please
contact your friendly City Clerk’s Office
with any questions you may have at
cityclerk@rpcity.org or 707-588-2227.
 
Best Wishes,
Office of the City Clerk

City of Rohnert Park
130 Avram Ave., Rohnert Park, CA 94928

707-588-2227
cityclerk@rpcity.org

www.rpcity.org

Is Becoming
a City

Councilmember
in Your Future?

 

Represent Your City

Serve the Community

Make a Lasting Impact

Summary of Steps

Reside in District 1, 3, or 4
Ensure you are a registered Rohnert
Park voter
Obtain your nomination packet during
the nomination period
Complete the following provided in
your nomination packet:

FPPC Form 501
Nomination Paper
Ballot Designation
Candidate Statement of
Qualification
Campaign Finance Reporting
(various FPPC forms)

File the papers in your packet with the
City Clerk during the nomination
period
Campaign for your seat on city
council

"We care for our residents by working
together to build a better community

for today and tomorrow.”

Election 2020

For more information regarding
elections, please visit our website at

https://bit.ly/30TH6St



What is the role of a City
Councilmember?

Holding an elected position can be one of
the best ways to shape your community
and inspire others. Understanding and
embracing different perspectives is part
of what makes our democratic institution
at the local level great. Elected officials
are policy makers representing what their
constituents value. The community needs
the best of leadership   to effectively
govern and more effectively serve their
constituencies. 
City Council has two regular meetings a
month on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 5
p.m. and councilmembers are also
appointed to outside agency boards that
meet monthly.
Councilmembers receive a monthly
salary of $484.06. Councilmembers will
also be reimbursed for expenses related
to city business.

What are the elections dates
and terms of office?

The General Municipal Election will be
held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020.
Under Rohnert Park’s new district-based
election system, voters will elect one
councilmember for the district they are
registered in. Voters in districts 1, 3, and 4
will elect members of the City Council in
2020 for four year terms. Voters in
districts 2 and 5 will elect members of the
City Council in 2022 for four year terms.

Who is eligible?

Any registered voter of the City of
Rohnert Park that resides within the
district for which they are seeking
election. To find out what district you are
in, use the address look-up
tool at https://bit.ly/37EtD2d

How do I declare candidacy?

In order to become a candidate, the first
step in the process is to file a Fair Political
Practices Commission (FPPC) Form 501
(Candidate Intention Statement) with the
City Clerk. The form may be obtained
from the City Clerk or the FPPC website
at www.fppc.ca.gov. Note, before raising
or spending any money this form must be
filed. According to Rohnert Park Muncipal
Code 2.65.030, no candidate or
candidate-controlled committee shall
accept from any person, a contribution or
contributions totaling more than five
hundred dollars in an elective city office
election cycle.

When is the nomination period?

The nomination period for candidates to
obtain the nomination packet opens at
8:00 am on July 13, 2020 and closes at
5:00 pm on August 7, 2020. 

How do I file nomination
papers?

All candidates wishing to be placed on
the ballot are required to complete the
nomination process. To obtain nomination
papers, schedule an appointment to
meet with the City Clerk during the
nomination period at cityclerk@rpcity.org
or 707-588-2227. To complete the
nomination process, you will file the
completed nomination paper (included in
the nomination packet) with the City
Clerk. There is no filing fee. 


